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ttthurchc~ of athri,Gt 
~ -· SALUTE YOU "t' 
RADIO SERMONS DECEMBER, 1958 
OUR OPPORTUNITY 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Someone has defined an opportunity as "a. need made known." On 
the basis of this definition we fac f' a multitude of opportunities daily. 
One of our finest opportuniti es is that of teaching, or enabling 
someone else to teach, a lost friend or neighbor. But we may feel in-
capable of teaching some particular person due to our inability, or our 
limited knowledge of some subject. Or, it may be that our neighbor 
will not permit us to have a formal study with him. 
However, there is a possible way we can reach him. We can-if 
we are excited and enthusiastic about it-persuade him to hear the 
gospel by radio, or TV. The radio goes into homes, cars, airplanes, 
trains , and almost every conceivable place on earth. It goes into homes 
where preachers or other Christians might never be invited . The mes-
sage of truth is piped into the living rooms of America, but many will 
never unscrew the cap (by turning the radio dial), and hear the mes-
sage unless we prevail upon them to do so. 
And we cannot persuade people to listen unless we listen, and get 
excited about the gospel story-the sweetest story ever told. Excitement 
is like enthusiasm, it is contagious . We must become excited to excite 
and interest others . 
We receive hundreds of letters each week, and many of these 
contain requests for further help . These contacts are sent to you in 
local congregations across the land, and it is devoutly hoped that you 
will give the spiritual help these people need. Please do all you can 
to help those who come out into the open and make their needs known. 
During January, February and March, I plan to discuss such sub-
jects as: That He May Be Ashamed; We Must Be Baptized; After 
Baptism-What?; Mixed Marriages; Should I Leave My Father's Re-
ligion?; Why Worry?; Blueprints of Bondage, and several of the 
parables of Christ. 
Please listen to the gospel via radio, and do your utmost to per-
suade all your friends to hear it. It will be a blessing to you, to the 
whole church, and to the world. 
THEY NEED OUR HELP 
By E. R. HARPER 
Today there are two billion, five hundred million people on earth. 
Half of them are bowing before gods made by the hands of men . The 
other half are bowing before images of the departed dead, praying to 
them for help. The gospel is the only thing to save their souls. We 
believe we are preaching that gospel. We feel these good people de-
serve our help in bringing to them the gospel. We know thousands 
are listening to our lessons. Our mail is indicative of the interest in 
the sermons being delivered . Many of the letters would rejoice your 
heart, while numbers would break your heart. Today we have the 
freedom to reach our nation with this gospel. Tomorrow we may lose 
this freedom . Working together with our Lord we can accomplish this 
great task of reaching our nation with the gospel of Christ; yes going 
far beyond our nation as we are today. This can only be done with your 
continued help and prayers. We feel the souls of men are worth 
every effort granted us by the Bible ; to bring them to Christ that they, 
with their children, may enjoy the promises that we hold near and dear 
to our hearts. 
- MY LESSONS -
In my next series of sermons I plan to deal with such subjects as 
the "Atonement For Sin;" "Had There Been No Bethlehem;" "Hell, 
The Cost of Living There;" "When Hell Speaks-Errors Die;" "The 
Wages of Sin Is Death," which will deal with the possibility of a 
Christian's being lost; "The Christian's Hope,'' a beautiful series of 
some two, perhaps three lessons, on incentives for living the Christian 
life . It is the opposite to the one above. I shall have two, answering 
questions of interest from letters received. I shall always bring a 
lesson on the church and the plan of salvation for here is where our 
world is confused . The above lessons shall deal with materialism; 
Christian living, and the dangers of forgetting God in our lives. I shall 
bring a lesson on the "Homes Our Children Deserve ." These shall be 
distinctive, pointed, the lines definitely drawn, yet delivered as best 
I can in the spirit of love. 
WE NEED YOUR FELLOWSHIP IN THIS GREAT EFFORT. 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS KEEP THIS GREAT WORK REACHING 
MILLIONS . PLEASE DO NOT FORGET US! 
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REVELATION. CHAPTER 20 
By E. ~. HARPER 
Sermon No. 358 December 7, 1958 
I am discussing with you today one of the most misunderstood 
chapters of all the Bible; the twentieth chapter of the book of Revela-
tion . It is from this chapter that so many hurtful and dangerous 
interpretations of Christ's reign are made in a vain attempt to prove 
that the Old Testament prophecies regardin g the reign of Christ did 
not come true; that Christ did not receive the "Throne of David" on 
His first advent as foretold by the prophet s of the Old Test ament, 
II Sam. 7: 12-14, and as promised by the angel to Mary in Luke 1: 26-33. 
Friends, if Christ were promised the throne of David when He came 
the first time, and God could not deliver · it to Him, how do we know 
God could make good His promise to g ive Christ the throne of David 
if He came a second time? Can't we see, if the prophecies concerning 
Chri st and His comin g to earth the fir st time failed, that this would 
destroy our faith in the power of God to make good His word to usT 
You may rest assured of this fact: God did no t fail. Christ recei ve d the 
throne of David and is at this very hou r sea ted on that throne in 
heaven at God's ri ght h and . This thr one i s in heav en; not on the earth 
(A cts 2 : 30,31; I Cor . 15: 24; Col. 1 : 13; Psalms 89: 36,37). This was the 
only throne Christ was ever promi se d. Sin ce He is reigning now it 
follows as ni gh t the day, that Christ is now on David 's throne in heaven, 
which throne is also th e " Throne of God" (I Kings 2: 12; I Chron . 29 : 23) . 
The throne of David and the throne of the Lord are one and th e sam e. 
It is on that throne, at God 's right hand, Chr ist sits today (Heb. 13: 1-4; 
Is a iah 9: 6,7). 
We no w know Reve lation, chapter 20, does not pro ve tha t Ch rist 
did not re ce ive the kin gdo m of David promised Him in Isaiah 9 :6,7; 
II Sam . 7: 12-14, th a t it does not prove Christ must r eturn to earth a 
second time to re ce ive this kin gdom , because He is reigning on David's 
thron e. Paul said in Col. 1: 13 they had been "translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son." That Son is Christ. John said in Revela-
tion 1: 9, "I, John, am your broth er , and compa nion in tribul ation and 
in the kin gd om and patience of Je sus Ch rist." Here Paul , the Colos-
sians , John, and the seven churche s in Asia were all in the k ingdom 
of Jesus Christ. Sin ce the only kingdom ever promised Him was the 
throne or kin gdom of Da vid (II Sam. 7: 12-14) it goes without question 
that Christ is now on David's throne. 
WHAT DOES REVELATION 20 MEAN? 
We are now ready to ask, Just what doe s Rev. 20 teach, if it doe1 
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not teach that Christ is coming back to earth to reign on David's 
throne for one thousand years? 
MEANING OF TERMS 
Let us see what we mean by the "premillennial return of Christ." 
"Pre" means "before"; "millennium" means a "thousand." Hence the 
word means literally "before a thousand." This would make the 
expression, "premillennial return of Christ" to mean, Christ will return 
to earth at the beginning of this thousand years to inaugurate His 
reign. 
THINGS TO PROVE 
For Revelation 20 to establish the future reign of Christ on earth 
for a thousand years, it is necessary for this chapter to establish the 
following facts, which it does not do: (1) Revelation 20 would have 
to state that Christ is coming back to this earth. That it does not do. 
It does not even so much as mention the second coming of Christ. 
John said in Rev. 20:1 that it was an angel he saw coming down, not 
the Christ. (2) It would ·have to prove this kingdom is to be set up In 
Jerusalem. It doesn't even mention Jerusalem. (3) It would have to 
prove that Christ, during this time, was on the literal throne of David. 
It does not mention a literal throne on earth. ( 4) It must prove that 
those reigning are saints living on this earth at the time of this reign. 
It does not even mention a living person on earth . John said he "saw 
the souls of those beheaded for the witness of Jesus." This completely 
defeats all hope of Rev. 20 teaching the future reign of Christ on earth 
with earthly saints ruling the world. These John saw were the martyred 
dead. (5) Rev. 20 would have to teach that the end of this thousand 
!ears was the end of time or the end of the world, for Christ reigns 
until all things are destroyed, even death (I Cor. 15: 24-28). That the 
end of this period called a thousand years is not the end of the world 
is evident from the reading in verse 3 where John says that at the 
close of this one thousand years, "After that" the Devil "must be 
loosed for a little season." 
SOME QUESTIONS 
(1) If the reign of Christ is but a thousand years, what happened to 
Christ after this period of time? People are still on the earth dying, 
lost in sins, and time goes on as before. 
(2) Where did Christ go during this little season when Gog and Magog 
are going over the earth to deceive the people? Has Christ left them 
to perish in their sins without a Saviour? 
(3) Does Christ go back to heaven during this period? If He remains 
on earth, what is He doing? He isn't king any more according to the 
theory for that reign was only one thousand years. Paul said if He 
were on earth He could not be priest (Heb. 8:4). 
( 4) If He is no longer their Saviour, no longer their king, and no 
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longer their high priest to make reconciliation for their sins (Heb. 2:17); 
then what is He doing here on earth? No, my good people, the 20th 
chapter of Revelation does not teach the theory of the premillennial 
reign of Christ on this earth. He is reigning now on David's 1;hrone as 
I have already proven from your Bible. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
If Rev. 20 does not refer to the premillennial reign of Christ, then 
what does .it refer to, or what does it mean? First let us find the 
meaning of this expression "thousand years." Is this a literal thousand 
years as this theory claims? Or is it symbolic? That is, does John use 
it figuratively in this chapter? That the book of Revelation is highly 
symbolic or figurative is a truth too well known to be argued. This 
is one of the most highly symbolic or figurative chapters in the Bible. 
To show you what I mean by symbolic or figurative let us notice the 
expressions in .this chapter. John saw in this vision an angel, a key, 
a bottomless pit, a great chain, a dragon, the old serpent, the Devil; 
and saw him "bound with this chain." Yes, it was an angel John saw 
coming, not the Christ. This theory makes this the second coming of 
Christ . Not so, it was an angel that came in Rev. 20. 
MEANING OF SYMBOLS 
"Angel" is symbolic of God's servant, "key" symbolizes power-
authority, "chain" is not a physical chain. It represents the gospel of 
Christ by which the Devil is bound (Rev. 12:1), "bottomless pit" is not 
a literal hole in the ground. It is symbolic of a condition the Devil finds 
himself in as he is no longer able to deceive the nations of the earth 
as once he did, his powers are now taken from him. It is symbolic of 
a prison. On we could go with this chapter filled with highly figurative 
symbols. Why force a literal meaning on the expresion a thousand 
years and from this meal}ing bind upon this chapter an unscriptural 
interpretation, trying to make it mean Christ will return to earth to 
_reign for a literal one thousand years? Is it reasonable to suppose that 
all these expressions are symbolic except this one? We can no more 
prove this thousand years in Revelation 20 literal, than we can prove 
the others literal. The expression a thousand years slmply represents 
an unknown period of time. How long? No one knows. 
WHOSE REIGN? 
. ~he great mistakes ma~e in the interpretation of this chapter 
is. with resve,?t to t~e question, "Whose reign is John discussing in 
this chapter? Prem1llennialism makes this the reign of Christ. This 
is the tragic mistake about Rev. 20. He is discussing primarily the 
reign of the saints. John said, "They lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years," not that Christ lived and reigned with them. The 
reign here is of the saints, not of Christ! "They" refers not to Christ it 
definitely refers to the "martyred saints" in verse 4. The anteced~nt 
of they could not possibly be a singular noun. "They" is plural. Christ 
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is singular . This , one tim e m;1derstood, and never again will 7ou have 
trouble underst andi ng w.hqse reign John is talking about. 
MY FATHER 
A number of yea rs ag o Mr . Homer Adkins was elected COTernor 
of my home sta te, Arkansas. Fo.ur months after he took ottic ·e, my 
father be gan wor ki ng in the Corporation Commi ss ion Office . He worked 
here two ye ars, un Lil his dea th. Governor Adkins was governor before 
and after my fath er 's death. You a sk, "Mr. Harper, what does th i11 have 
to do with Rev . 2ot · J ust this: My fath er worked with Governor Adkins 
two years. Th at · w, s my fath er's liv ing and working, not Governor 
Adkins' livin g a11d working, He was gove rnor bef ore my father began 
working with him , he was a lso gove rnor after my father lived and 
work ed with him. i\1 :v fathe r's U'ving and working with him did not aff ec t 
Gove rn or Adkin s' " reign'' as governor at all . 
Now in ex actl y the sam e mann er, these saints "beheaded for 
Chri st " liv ed and re igned with Christ duri ng this period of time 
m enti one d in Rev . 20. Th eir r eign no more affected the reign of Christ 
th an di d my fath er 's Jiving and work ing with Gove rn or Adkin!! affect 
his r eig n a s govern or. Chris t was rei gni ng bef ore th ey began their 
r eign, He was rei gni ng af t er their re ign cease d. It is evident the 
r eign of Chri st di d nut cease ·with the end of the ir reign with Him, 
any mor e th an did the governor's reign of office cea se with the death 
of my fa ther . Ha d .John been discussi ng the reign of Christ, His reign 
would hav e had to cea se at the close of thi s th ousa nd years, but it did 
not ; · it con ti nue d on . The re is a nothe r t hing in this chapter that 
comple tely de feats the theory of the pr emillennia l r eign of Christ on 
earth. After this per iod calle d one th ousand year s th ere is yet a little 
season wh en Gog and Mag og are going out to "dece ive the nations 
that are upon the ea rth. " Thi s theory clai ms that all nations shall be 
destroyed bef ore th is one thousa nd ye a rs duri ng a so called !'tribul ation " 
peri od of seven yea r s. This alon e complet ely de stroy s the entire theory. 
Now tha t we see t ha t in Rev . 20 Joh n is no t dis cussing the literal 
rei gn of Chr ist on eart h , but th e r eign of th e martyred saints, we are 
ready to ask , wh a t is th e me aning of this reign of the saints for a 
thousand ye ars? 
THE MEANING 
Th is .is a spirit ual r eign or a figurati ve r eign . It is referred to as 
the "first r esurre cti o,1.'' Ver se 5, r eferrin g to those saints who . reigned 
with Christ for this one thousand years, sa ys "This is the first resur-
rection." It is this · .e~ c!re ' ptlriod ~r a thou sand years that John calls 
the first resurrectio n . It is U()t the bodily resurrection from the grave . 
The antecedent of This'' in ve r se 5, referring to this "first resurrec· 
tion," is found in vers e 4. It refers to th e st at ement "And they liv:ed 
and rei gned with Chr ist a thou sand ye a rs ." lt is this thousand year 
period that John . call s this ·"fir st resurre ction ." This resurrection ,, 1/! 
the re11urrection of . the ca.use . of Christ, for which these saints had 
: \. .. • : 
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died, . not resurrection from the gr ave. John spoke of them in ReT. 
6:9, 10 when he said "I saw under the alt ar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 
and they cried with a loud voice, sayin g, How long, O Lo r d, holy and 
tru e, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth? And white robes were given unto every on e of them; and 
it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, 
until their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that should be killed 
as they were, should be fulfilled." H ere the cause for which they had 
been slain was pictured as overcome; the y were "und er the altar." But 
in Rev. 20 the picture is ch anged. Th ey ha ve, in this ch apter, been 
"avenged " of their wrongs, the en emy has in Rev. 20 be en bound by 
the gospel of Chri st . Th ey have now broken the yoke place d upon 
them du ring the Dark Ages and the cause for which th ey have died 
has come back · to liv e with men. It was here that the "beast" of 
Dani el 2, admitted by all t o be "P agan Rome, " was bound and her 
cruelti es for centurie s are no longer her s to administer . 
The church is now vi ctorious. Thi s is what John called the first 
resurrection . It was the r esurrection of t he cause of Christ. Hence this 
entire period called a thousand year s, which period is al so referred 
to. a s the first resurre ct ion, is nothin g more than the cause for which 
they died, coming ba ck to be the peo ple of this earth. Satan is bound 
during this time by the glorious gosp el of Christ as men ac cept it and 
obey it. This is a spiritual resurr ecti on in which the se martyred saints 
are pictured . as once more living and reigning because the cause for 
whi ch they died has now been victorious! 
AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let me giye you an illustration of thi s that I belie ve you cannot 
misunderstand .' Durin g World War I our boys died in "N o Man 's Land." 
Our flag was ra ised and crosses placed, that all who passed that way 
should know they were our "honored dead ." Years went by and Hitler 
came to power. His hord es went m arch ing across Flanders Field&. 
Our flag was taken down. The land our boys had conquered was 
now gone. We did not refer to these men as "living." We said "The 
men in Flanders Fields should rise again " ; they shall "liTe again." 
What did we mean? We did not mean they shall be resurrected to 
life. We meant just what John meant in ReT. 20 when he said of the88 
martyred &aints, "They lived and reigned with Christ" and "This is th• 
first resurrection." Finally Hitler was defeated . Old Glory was unfurled 
to be kissed again by the gentle breeze from No Man's Land . We 
began to make patriotic speeches honoring our dead. We pictured 
the men of Flanders Fields as living and reigning again; their cause 
as that of the saints had been "resurrected ." Germany was now bound 
as was Satan in Rev. 20. Men were freed from Hitler 's mighty po:wel' 
just as men were freed from Satan's power . by the gospel during thla 
re ign of the martyred saints in ReT. 20. Now we can all understant 
what we mean when we speak of our dea,i living and reigning. Thia 
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is exactly what John meant in Rev. 20. It is not a literal reign of 
Christ on earth. It is not a literal resurrection from the graves. Rev. 
20 is the resurrection of the cause _ of Christ and this one thousand 
years reign of the saints is that period of time during which Satan 
is bound by God's word and men are free to obey the Lord. Satan 
is "chained " "bound" by the gospel of Christ. The "martyrs for 
Christ" wh~ "lay under the altar" are now said by John to be "living 
and reigning with Christ" because during this period the cause for 
which they suffered has been given to the world. All this coming of 
the angel, not the coming of Christ; this reign of the saints with t~e 
Lord this binding of Satan and this "little season when Satan is 
loos;d" in Rev . 20 comes during the reign of Christ on David's throne 
while He is yet in heaven. At the end of this little season, the Lord 
"rains fire down from heaven" and devours Satan and casts him into 
the "lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophets 
are" and shall be "tormented day and night forever and ever." So long 
as this chapter is in the Bible it does make a difference what men 
believe and teach and what they are religiously. This beast is that 
seen by Daniel in Daniel chapter two. It is admitted by all scholars 
to be Pagan Rome with her centuries of cruelties lasting down through 
the Dark Ages , only to be broken by the Great Reformation that 
swept the world some three centuries back . Rev. 20 deals therefore 
with that period of time from the ending of the Dark Ages to the 
end of the world, the second coming of Christ. How long that is, just 
where the world is in that period now, no one knows . I know the 
church of which I am a member is not this false prophet spoken of 
here, which false prophet we believe to represent a false religion, for 
the church of which I am a member has never at any time in her 
history been connected with this beast, Pagan Rome, as pictured here 
by John in Rev . 20:10 where Satan was cast in with those who had 
been his agents. 
CONCLUSION 
We are now ready to conclude that Rev. 20 . does not teach the 
second coming of Christ to reign on David's throne; it does not teach 
a literal resurrection of the dead; it does not teach a literal thousand 
years when all the nations of the earth are destroyed. Nothh1g here 
but the reign of Christ. It simply teaches that Christia,nity during 
this period had such a hold on the hearts of men tbat Satan co_uld 
no longer hold them capti ve in his power; that he was . b,oun<\ by th .e 
gospel of Christ;" the Dark Ages had past when Pagan Rotne held 
sway and now the kin gdom of Christ has for a time won the victory 
over her enemy. Let us thank God that we do ,not live during 
the time Satan was loose, as back then, but that we live . dqring the 
time the gospel of Christ, God's power to save the w:orld (Rom. 1:16), 
is free to us and our children. Let us help to keep the Devil bound 
by this gospel by ~eeing that it is preac)J.ed ~o every crea:tnre under 
heaven (Mark 16 :15) before this little season comes . when he is 
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loosed again. God will then overcome him and cast him into that 
eternal prison (Rev. 20:10) and the kingdom of the Lord shall be 
delivered up to God, the Father (I Cor. 15:24) and we shall live 
with Him forever and ever. 
HOW ENTER 
During the da ys_ of the apostles they became members of Cbrist's 
chur ch, the kin gdom of heaven by beli eving in Christ (Mark 16:16), by 
repenting of their sins (Acts 2: 33), "for remission of sins ," (Acts 
and being buried in baptism (Rom . 6: 3), "for remission of sins," (Acts 
2:38). The Lord added them to His church (Acts 2:47 ). These were 
by this obedience born of water and the Spirit (John 3 :5) and became 
citiz ens of the kingdom of our Lord. Will you not do the same today? 
May God bless you is my prayer in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
MUST ROME LIVE AGAIN? 
By E. R. HARPER 
Sermon No. 3ti9 December 14, 1958 
This subject ma y seem strange to you who are listening today, 
but I feel it is of vital importance if we are to understand the ful· 
fillment of the prophecies of the Old Testament, especially those of 
~he proph et Daniel. I believe his prophetic statements to be a death 
blow to the theory that these prophecies were not fulfilled and the 
kingdom of the Old Testament prophecies is to be set up at the 
second coming of Christ. The supporters of that theory realize this, 
thus the various and sundry attempts to harmonize Daniel's prophecies 
with this theory. Realizing their difficulties they now advocate the 
return of Rome to her former world-wide position. It shall · be my 
purpose today to explain to you why the theory "Rome Must Live 
Again" and to show you the fallacy in such reasoning. 
A CARD RECEIVED 
La st spring I received a card that reads as follows: "Will Russia 
rule the world? Daniel 2nd chapter; 1st gold-Babylon; 2nd silver, 
Media-Persia; 3rd , brass , Greece; 4th iron, Rome. We are in the 
to es, then Jesus sets up His kingdom , 44th verse," end of quotation. 
It is a very commonly accepted theory that this image of Daniel, 
chapter two has fallen and only the "toes" of this image exist and 
th at we are in the "toe age" of this image. This being true, say 
they, the Rome of this image must live again, tJJ.at· the kingdom of 
Dan. 2: 44 may be established during her World-wide rule. 
DANIEL CHAPTER 2 
In Daniel, chapter two is recorded the dream ot Nebuchadnezzar. 
King ot Babylon. Not being able to recall the dream he summons his 
wise. men, . demanding of them both the ' dream · and - ita interpiwtation. 
,· 
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They replied, "It is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there 
is none other that can show it before the king except the gods whose 
dwelling place is not with flesh." -The king was angry. He decreed 
that all the wise men be slain. In this they sought Daniel to slay 
him. Daniel went to the king, requesting of the king time, promising 
to tell the king both the dream and its interpretation. God revealed 
to Daniel the dream and the interpretation. 
THE DREAM 
Here was the dream, "Thou, 0 king, saw est, and behold a great 
image. This great image, whose bri ghtness was excellent, stood before 
thee; , and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of 
fine gold, his breast and bis arms of silver, his belly and his thighs 
of brass. His legs were of iron , his feet part of iron and part of 
clay." Here were four distinct divisions of this image , Dan . 2: 31-33. In 
Daniel , chapter seven this image is again described. Here the first 
part was a lion, the second a bear, the third a leopard, the fourth 
was so terrible that no beast could adequately describe it, so Daniel 
says "A fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; 
and it had -great iron teeth; it devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all 
the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. " 
In chapter 8 Daniel gives another picture of this image. This 
time he begins with the second kingdom for he was living during 
the first. He saw a ram, an "he goat," but the fourth again _he only 
describes. It waxed suddenly great and caused the "daily sacrifices" 
to be "taken away." Daniel asked for the explanation of this visfon. 
THE EXPLANATION 
In the interpretation of this dream Daniel identifies these kingdoms 
with their kings as follows: To Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon hi> 
said "Thou art this head of gold" (Dan . 2: 38) . The second, that of 
"silver," was the Medo-Persian kingdom, with Darius and Cyrus It• 
respectiTe kings (Dan. 8:20). The third, that of brass, was the Mace-
donian kingdom, with Alexander the Great, or as Daniel 8: 21 called 
him, "first king.'' Now the fourth again is not named; only described 
as "fierce" with "mighty power" that "shall destroy wonderfully, and 
prosper and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people" for, said 
Daniel, he "has a fierce countenance." This kingdom is none other 
than Rome under the Caesars, as all Biblical scholars that I know of 
are agreed. 
THE STONE-THE KINGDOM 
Now that these four kingdoms with their respective kings have 
been identified, I shall give myself to the task of finding what shall 
destroy this image. In Daniel 2: 3, is the answer as Daniel says to 
the king, "Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, ancl 
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brake them to pieces." In verse 45 Daniel says "forasmuch as thou 
sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands 
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver: 
and the gold ; the great God hath made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter ,and the dream is certain and the interpretation 
thereof sure ." 
Since this stone is the only power to break this image· and since 
this image is to be broken "together," all at the same 'time, it is 
therefore mandatory upon my part to establish the identity of this 
st?ne and to determine if it has accomplished its purpose or if "Rome 
Stlil Rules the World" as in this dream. Remember it is to "fall togeth-
er," not one part without the other . This destroys the "toe argument" 
of this kingdom. If this image no longer exists, then this stone has 
accomplished its work and becomes the death blow to the thousand 
years reign theory. 
DANIEL 2:44 
. To identify this stone I now read Daniel 2 :44 where it says "And 
m the days of these kings-the Roman kings-shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.'' It will be 
observed that this kingdom of Daniel 2: 44 and this stone of Daniel 
2: 44 must be identical, for they are to accomplish the same purpose, 
namely: The destruction of this image . Therefore this stone is the 
kingdo111 of God that Daniel said would be "set up during the day1 
of these kings." 
This has to be the same kingdom as that of II Sam 7• Isaiah 2· 
and Micah 4, wi~h Christ, the seed of David, as its ruli~g 'king. Jusi 
as these other kmgdoms were world wide "wheresoever the children 
of men dwell," so was the kingdom of God to be for every creatur"' 
i~ all the world. The kingdom of God was the only other world wide 
kmgdom spoken of by the prophet. Rome was the last earthly world 
wide kingdom to be seen. Rome shall not live again It was the world 
do~inating power of this image that was destroyed; · not the individual 
nations themselves . This must be remembered: 
DOES THE ROME OF THIS IMAGE NOW LIVE? 
Now for the advocates of the "thousand years r~ign of Christ" 
~o be :rue, it is obligatory upon their part to find the Rome of this 
image m the king's dream still ruling the world as in Daniel chapter 
t~o. If. this stone, this kingdom that was to "break this image to 
p10ces, has not yet been cut out nor set up and shall not be until 
the "second coming of Christ" as the premillennialists claim then the 
Ro~e of this image stands just as seen by the king in the dream. 
This !ou must see for this Is the death stroke to every argument 
made m defense of the "future reign of Christ at His second coming," 
Page 14 
MUST ROME LIVE AGAIN? 
for all know the Rome of Daniel's interpretation does not exist; that 
Rome has long since ceased to exist. These kingdoms that w~re 
slaves to her have been freed and all admit that the Old Roman Empire 
has fallen. Today Americans give Italy millions to save her from 
extreme suffering. Is this Italy the Rome of Daniel 2? All know she 
is not! So admits the religious world! 
THE DREAM OF ROME 
When Mussolini overran the poor helpless Africans, when Hitler 
and Mussolini joined forces to conquer the world, many thought it the 
fulfillment of Daniel's prophe cy; that it was the battle of Armageddon; 
that Christ was coming soon to set up this kingdom of Daniel 2:44; 
that it was the revival of the Old Roman Empire. You that are 
listening-many of you so remember. In World War One, the same 
was believed and t aught. Pope Leo XIII of the Catholic Church tried to 
prevail upon Kaiser Wilhelm II to bring ba ck to power the Old Roman 
Empire . Said the Kaiser, "It was of interest to me that the Pope 
said to me on this occas ion that Germany must become the sword of 
the Catholic Church. I remarked that the Old Rom an Empire of the 
German nation no longer existed , and that conditions had changed. , 
But he stuck to his words." (Behind the Dictators, by L. H. Lehmann, 
page 28. Agor Publishing Company, New York, New York). Even Pope 
Leo XIII and the Kaiser of Germ any knew that the Rom .e of Daniel, 
chapter 2, no longer existed. Daniel saw her fall; he saw this stone, . 
this kingdom of God smite her in the feet-the "toes"-and watched 
the complete destruction . of her world-wide domination_ The Rom~n 
Empire has fallen never to rise again to curs e the world as this 
ima ge did! The church, the kingdom of which I am a member today, 
was the stone, the power that caused her overthrow and "that without 
hands." 
WHY THEY MAKE ROME LIVE AGAIN 
We are now ready to tell you why some believe "Rome Must Live 
Agafo." Daniel in chapter 2, verse 44 said, "In the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom , which shall never be 
destroyed." In the days of wh at kings? In the days of the Roman kings; 
the Rome of the king's dream. If this kingdom hasn 't been "set up"; if 
the Rome of Daniel's interpretation no longer exists, as all know she 
does not, then for Daniel's prophecy · to be fulfilled that it be "set up 
during the days of these kings, " they must bring back to power the 
Roman Empire of Daniel, chapter two. That Rome bas been gone for 
centuries past! She no longer lives! She never will again! 
THE THEORY DESTROYS ITSELF 
My friends, the theory destroys itself for if the Rome of this image 
is not here, and if the only power to break it to pieces was the stone 
cut out of the mountain without hands, which stone is the kingdom 
of Daniel 2: 44, then it goes without contradiction, that this stone, this 
kin gdom has been for centuries in existence. This being true the 
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kingdom is here and the theory that teaches that the prophecies 
failed and that Christ is coming again for the purpose of setting up 
this kingdom is wrong and must be surrendered. If this be not true, 
then find the prophet that foretold the overthrow of this image, this 
fourth kingdom, which was Rome, in some other way or by some other 
power? It can't be found. The kingdom is here and has been since 
Pentecost of Acts 2: 1-47. I am in that kingdom, that church! I have 
preached and we preach exactly, word for word, wh at was preached 
that day. 
My friends, the fall of Rome is the only argument we need to 
defeat the theory of the thousand year reign of Christ on David's 
throne at His second coming. The very fact that the Rome of this 
vision, this image no longer exists is positive, unanswerable proof that 
this kingdom has been set up because Daniel said, "It shall break in 
pieces all these kingdoms," Dan. 2: 44. Those who claim the kingdom 
of Daniel 2 : 44 bas never been set up find themselves in a tragic 
dilemma for th ey must answer the fall of Rome, which fall was to be 
caused only by the setting up of the kingdom of God (Dan. 2:44). I do 
not envy them this task! I believe Daniel! 
DO THE TOES STILL LIVE? 
In the .· card I received it said we are now in the "toes" of this 
image. It shall be my happy privilege now to show you the "toe age" 
of this image does not exist nor has it ever existed separate and apart 
from the rest of this image. I shall now read to you where this stone · 
this kingdom of Daniel, chapter 2, smote this image, not in its head; 
not in its br east, nor in its thighs, but in its feet where exist the toes. 
In Dan. 2 : . 34 we read, "Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out 
without ha;J1ds, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron 
and clay, and brake them to pieces." If he brake the feet which include 
th "t " t . ' e oes, o pieces, pray tell me how we are still in the "toes" of 
this ipiage? in verse 35 it says, "Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, 
the silver, ,and the gold, broken to pieces together." It was all broken 
together; it all fell together for it was struck in the toes and they 
were ~roken together with the thighs, the breasts, and the head. What 
happened to one happened to all. Then he said, "And the wind carried 
them away, , that no place was found for them," that is this image. How 
can we be in the "toes" if this image was carried away and the toes 
lost, so that no man can find them? What smote these toes· the 
i~age's f~Eit? Only t~fo st~ne, this kingdom of Daniel 2:44. Ye~, the 
kmgdom is here and m vam must one look for its being set up at the 
second coming of the Lord. 
WHEN YOU PRAY FOR ROME TO LIVE AGAIN 
L~t me ;,n~w ,,show you what we are praying for if we pray for "Rome 
To 1,ive Agam . We would be praying for the crimes of the Dark 
Ages, for the "war against the saints" (Daniel 7:21), for our eons and 
daughters to become living torches underneath which Rome might 
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dance amidst their screams, for our churches to be burned, for Christ-
ians to flee to the dens and caves of the earth to escape our having 
to bow to the mandates of this .fourth beast, which is Rome as stated 
by Daniel in Daniel 7:21-25. We would be praying for a return of 
Revelation 17: 6 where this woman, and a wom an here represents a 
church, is said to be "drunken with the blood of the saints , and with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." Do you ask what city, what power 
could this be? Then read Rev. 17 :9 where John says , "The seven heads 
are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth." What is the only 
city in the world built upon seven hills, or as he would call them here, 
mountains? Verse 18 says, "And the woman which thou sawest is the 
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth ." Rome was the 
only city at that time that reigned over the nations of the world. In 
verse 7 John says, "I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of 
the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns." 
What is th e beast? It is the fourth kin gdom, that of Rome , and this 
fourth beast is carrying a woman and this woman riding upon this 
beast, whi ch is Rome, is "Wearing out the saints of th e Most High" and 
is being "drunken with the blood of the saints of God." This is not the 
church of which · I am a member, for the church of Christ has never 
ridden into any country upon Rome, the beast of Daniel's interpreta· 
tion. The Roman armies have ne ver forced the reli gion of the church of 
Christ upon any peoples. The church the Lord built has never forced 
itself upon any peopl es as their state religion . Chri stianity is a surrend-
er ed religion; not a forced one. 
Daniel's prophecy of the fall of Rome and how it was to fall 
centuries before Rome ever existed is to me one of the greatest proof. 
texts in th e Bible of thC' inspiration of the Bible . He said in Daniel 8: 25 
it should fall without hands. No armies would con quer her, and no 
armies did conquer her. She fell apart. Nation after nation turned 
aga in st her just as John foretold they would in Rev. 17: 16-18. Read it, 
my fr iends, read it! Right be ga n to eat at the hearts of nations and 
Dani el's Roman beast was ilo more. The influence of this "stone " this 
"kingdom of God," had struck and this image "fell together" a~d the 
image is gone . Since only the "stone-the kingdom of God" was to 
"break the image to pieces" then we must conclude the kingdom is 
here and by being "born again of water and the Spirit" as in John 3:5 
we are today made citizens of that kingdom. · 
CONCLUSION 
Will you not come today believing in Christ, the Son of God, who 
is able to make good His every promise to man? Will you not repent 
of your wrongs, confess this Christ as God's Son, and be baptized as 
Christ, Himself, has commanded in Matthew 28: 18-20; Mark 16:16 · 
and as commanded by Peter in Acts 2:38? You will then be what they 
were in Acts 2:1-47, a member of the church the Lord built and a citizen 
of this kingdom whose power broke this image . Thank God, I am in 
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that kingdom today! Will you not become a citizen in it with us is my 
prayer in the name of Christ Jesus my Lord. 
THE PREEMINENCE OF GOD AND CHRIST 
By E. R. HARPER 
Sermon No. 360 December 21, 1958 
Our previous lesson s have prepared us for our lesson toda y, "The 
Preeminence of Christ ." Christ stands fir st in everything; He takes 
second place at no time nor with any person on earth. This believed and 
respected, and Paul's pra yer for the "unit y of faith" in Eph. 4 :13 can 
be a living re ality. We must re cogniz e and re spect God's word as our 
final court of appeal (John 12: 48); beyond it we must not go (II John, 
verse 9); from it we must not stray (II Thess. 1: 8,9); to it we must not 
add · nor from it we must not subtrac t (R evelation 22: 18,19). Without 
this' action upon · the part of the world, we stand near the brink of 
destruction. This done and we have hopes for a happy and peaceful 
survi va l. Give Christ the preeminen ce in all things and the atom ic age 
becomes a blessing ; failure to do this mea ns destru ction. 
PAUL SPEAKS 
In Col. 1: 16-19 Paul says of Christ, "All things were created by 
him, and for him; and he is befor e all thin gs, and by him all things 
consist . And he is the head of the body, .th e church; who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the preeminen ce. For it pleased the Fa ther that in him .should all 
fullness dwell ." Here P aul announces a vital and fundam ent al truth, 
whi ch if not resp ected spells ruin to th e r eligious, mor al, .and political 
fr eedoms of the world. God can destroy nations, Jeremiah 18 : 1-10. He 
can remove chur ches, Rev. 2: 5 or spew them out of His mouth, Rev. 
3: 16. Christ will not share His preeminence with any man nor with the 
world . He comes first! 
HUMAN HANDS DARE NOT MAKE OTHER GODS 
Neither God nor Christ permits th e making of gods or images 
before whom man is to bow in worship or veneration . In Exodus 20:4 
we read, "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im age, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in he aven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God." 
Here they were forbidden either to make them or bow down before 
them. This forbids the making of or bowing before the images of the 
apo stles, of saints gone on, yea of Mary , the mother of Jesus, whose 
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body still sleeps in the grave, having gone back to the dust from whence 
it came (Eccl 12:7), because God is a jealous God. 
FORBIDDEN . IN THE NEW 
Just as God forbids idolatry in the Old Testament , so does He in 
the New. In Lystra, Acts 14:11 -15 Paul healed the lame man. The 
people said, "The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men." 
They thought Paul and Barnabas were gods. The priest of Jupiter 
brought oxen and garlands to sacrifi ce unto them. When Barnabas and 
Paul heard of this "They rent their clothes, and ran in among ' the 
people, crying out, and saying, Sirs, why do Ye these things? We also 
are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should 
turn from these vanities-heathen gods and images-unto the living 
God." You will remember, Peter, in Acts 10:25,26 had a similar exper-
ience. "Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet and worshiped 
him. But Peter took him up, saying . Stand up; I mys elf also am a man." 
He would not allow this man to bow to him in worship and fall at his 
feet as though he were God or the Vicar of Christ, before whom men 
should bow and whose feet they must kiss. Peter had never forgotten 
the lesson the Master gave them in Mark 10: 35-45 when James and 
John desired to be one on His right hand, the other on His left hand 
in His kingdom. Christ said to the twelve: "Ye know that they which 
are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not 
be among you ." He was speaking to the twelve, of whom Peter was 
a part. Remembering this, Peter never allowed any man, including his 
fellow apostles, to worship him much less to be seen kissing his feet. 
Why? because God is a jea:tous God and will not permit in His church 
the worship of nor the exaltation of any man as the representative of 
God on earth as God incarnate. That you may know this is true I read 
to you II Thessalonians 2:3,4; "Let no man deceive you by any means; 
for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God." This cannot be the church for which I preach, for there is no 
man sitting in the church of Christ having been exalted so above us, 
before whom we bow offering worship to him as though he were a god, 
much less haTing us humiliate ourselves before the world by being 
caused to kiss his feet as though he were a ~od. My friends, God is a 
jealous God and He will not permit His church to so exalt us before our 
fellow Christians . Christ said "it shall not be so among you." 
ACTS 17:29,30 
This same thing is condemned in Acts 17: 29,30 where Paul found 
the city of Athens in idolatrous worship. Sald he to them, "We ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and man's device." Now hear him further, "And the 
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times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent." In Romans 1:22,2 3 Paul said "Professir.g 
themselves to be wise, they became fools , and changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man." 
What happened to them? Did God appro ve? It says "God also gave 
them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts." God 
pronounced His curse upon all who made for themselve s images and 
who bowed them selves down before them . Paul commanded all such 
to repent saying that it was ignorance upon their part. 
In I Cor. 6: 9 Paul places "idolatry" with "drunkards, thie ves , cove-
tous, extortioners, and re velings." In ver se 10 he then says th es e shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God. The word revelings includes dancing, 
gamblin g, drinking; all forms of worldline ss . Just as idolatr y, the 
bowing before images , brought them to such practice, so will it in all 
generations. They go together. 
WE SHALL NOT PRACTICE SUCH 
We believe that it is plain to be seen that if the church to which 
we belong should lead our people into the bowing before images, which 
the Bible calls idolatry; turn itself into beer parties, into dance halls, 
and gambling dens , where the youth of th e church, by teaching and 
examples, are led into drinking , dancing and gambling and bowing 
th emselves down before images, we would stand condemn ed of God, 
for Paul says those who practice such "shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God" (I Cor. 6:10; Gal. 5:19,20). What more could the Devil want of 
the church to which I belong than to see us turn it into a gambling, 
drinking, and dancing, idolatrous institution with our preachers getting 
drunk before our people and leading them in gambling and dancing? 
God and Christ will not always tolerate this for they are a "jealous 
God" and they demand the preeminence in all things. You cannot serve 
the Devil and God at the same time. In Acts .19 Paul condemned the 
shrine of Diana. Dem etrius opposed Paul saying these shrines "brought 
no small gain unto the craftsmen"; "this our craft is in danger to be 
set at naught." They were becoming rich off these poor deluded souls 
who believed there was power in these images they bought. Men of 
God have always fought all such, knowing that there is no power in 
images made by human hands. God said, "Thou shalt not make them" 
(Exodus 20:4) and the New Testament says such "Shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God" (I Cor . 6:9,10). This is why you never see churches 
of Christ members bowing before images; with bingo gambling parties; 
with beer parties; nor with dance halls in our buildings. We believe 
they are condemned of God! 
CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
There is another lesson I want us to study today; it is the giving 
preeminence to Christ in matters of religion . Paul says in Col. 1: 18 that 
God made Christ "head of the body, the church ... that i11. all th ings he 
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might have the preeminence." Were I to ask you, Do you believe the 
Bible? You would say, Yes. Before you give me your answer let us put 
this to a test. When you ask me, "What are you religiously?" I answer, 
"I am a Christian." Now, why d.o I answer you like this? Because the 
Bible says , "Christ is to have the preeminence in all things." In Acts 
11: 26 they "were called Christians first at Antioch." No, · this name 
was not given by the enemies of Christ, as many claim who do not 
wear the name of Chris( It was given by divine orders. The expression 
"were called" means "divinely given." Those who wear the name 
Christian are not forced to search for some means by which they may 
discredit the name Christian by attrubuting it to the enemies of Christ. 
In Acts 26: 27,28 Paul asked King Agrippa, "Believest thou the 
prophets? I know thou believest." Then Agrippa said unto Paul, 
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." Was Paul an enemy 
of Christ? He was begging the king to be what? Well, it was what I 
am; it was to be a Christian. In I Peter 4: 16 Peter says "If any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 
in this name ," reading from the Revised Version. Peter was not a 
heathen. The Spirit guiding him was not an enemy. The God whose 
providence has preserved this verse was not a heathen nor an enemy. 
No, my friends, the name Christian has behind it the power of heaven. 
We wear that name because we intend to obey Paul's command 
when he said Christ shall be given "preeminence in all things" and 
because the Bible tells us that is the name they wore during the days 
of the apostles . Do you have better authority for the name you wear 
than the authority I have for honoring Christ by wearing His name? 
Think this over! What authority do you have for wearing some man's 
name or some human name rather than that of Christ? 
CHURCH LEADERS 
That you may know we are not alone in this, I give to you the 
thinking of some great church leaders of the past. John Wesley said, 
"Would to God that all party names, and unscriptural phrases and 
forms which have divided the Christian world, were forgotten." Then 
speaking of the name common to them he said that he would, "That 
the very name might never mentioned more, but be buried in eternal 
oblivion" (Universal Knowledge, Vol. 9, page 540). Martin Luther said, 
"I pray you to leave my name alone and not call yourselves Lutherans, 
but Christians." Then he says, "How does it befit me, a miserable bag 
of dust and ashes to give my name to the children of God." His final 
admonition was , "Let us call ourselves Christians" (Life of Luther, 
by Stork , page 289). Again, one of Elnglaµ.d's greatest Baptist preachers 
said, "I look forward with pleasure to the day when there will not be 
a Baptist living! I hope the Baptist name will soon perish, but let 
Christ's name last forever" (Spurgeon Memorial Library, Vol. 1, page 
168) . (R11corded also in "What Is the Church of Christ/' by V. E. 
Howard, pages 67-68). For these same reasons we refuse to exalt any 
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name, be it of men or things, above that of Christ for we belong to 
Him; we are His; He is our head (Col. 1:18) and to Him shall we give 
the preeminence in all things just as the Bible commands! Do as you 
think best, but churches of Christ are one people standing upon the 
Bible and it alone for our instructions. Why not come , take your stand 
with such a people and help rid the world of idolatrous worship, of 
church gambling, church drinking and church dancing before it is too 
late? Look at nations that have been led into such practices . Do we 
Wish to follow in their tracks? In all honesty, down deep in your hearts, 
What is wrong with the stand taken by us? Will it degrade, corrupt, 
or drag down to shame the Lord and His cause? Let us come to our 
right minds while we still have opportunity to preach such sermons 
over radio, television, in the pulpits, and in religious papers and tracts . 
THE CHURCH 
As head of the chur ch, Christ demands the preeminence. He will 
not tolerate being rele gated to second place in the church. In Matthew 
16: 18 Christ said, "I will build my church." It is His . In Acts 20 : 28 
;Ele "purchas ed it with his own blood." It belongs to Him. In Romans 
7:1-4 Paul said they were "married . ... to him who is raised from the 
dead, that they should bring forth fruit unto God." In II Cor. 11: 2 Paul 
says, "I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as 
a chaste virgin to Christ." In John 3:29 His people are called His 
"bride" and in Revelation 21: 9 John calls His bride "the Lamb's wife." 
Now whose . name should a wife honor? that of her husband or of 
some other man? If you were to ask me, "To what church do you 
belong?" I would answer, "The church of Christ, for it is His and He 
loves her as His wife . Why should I call it after the name of His cousin, 
John the Baptist?" Now really, why should I? Should your wife refuse 
~o honor you by wearing your name and every time she asked 'who 
ahe is, she would honor another by wearing his name? Just what would 
you think or her loyalty to you? Would you appreciate it? In the 
language of Martin Luther, "How does it befit me to give my name to 
the children of God?" Friends, Paul said that "Christ has been made 
head over the church that in all things he might have the preeminence ." 
We shall continue to honor Him, to whom we belong and to whom we 
are . espoused. Do as you please, but as for us, we will obey the 
commands of God, as found in the Bible. 
Another thin g ; In Eph . 5: 26,27 when Christ returns He is coming 
for the church, His wifa , to ''present her unto himself a glorious church, 
11ot having spot or wrinkle-holy and without blemish." Now, ·when 
He comes do you think He will be pleased to find her refusing ' to 
honor Him by wearing the name of some other man or of some act 
performed in water; or of some form of government in religious circles; 
or substituting for His name the universality concept of the church! 
Do you not know this will be a blemish on the church and Paul saye 
the churc4 i,s .tq be P}:'.esented to Christ "without blemish"? What 1e 
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wrong with the name of Christ, the bridegroom, that the church should 
not honor Him by wearing His name? "Oh," says one, "there is nothing 
in a name." The only people I ever heard make this remark were those 
whose names are not found in the Bible, worn by the church during the 
writing of the Bible. 
No man truly bel!eves there is "nothing in a name ." You do not 
sign my checks . You do not allow your wife to wear the other man's 
name. You are offended if I . should say, "You are not a Christian." If 
there really isn't anything in a , name , why not call Christ Beelzebub 
and Beelzebub . Christ? Instead of there being nothing in a name; there 
is nothing to that argument trying to justify disobedience to Paul's 
command that, "Christ is given the preeminence in all things" in the 
church of which He is the head. When Paul said "churches of Christ 
salute you " (Romans 16:16), to whom did he give the preeminence? To 
some man or to Christ? 
CONCLUSION 
As I close I beg of you to join hearts with us in the church of Christ 
to rid the church of all idolatrous practices, drinking, gambling and 
dancing and all human names that do not give to Christ the preeminence 
that the Bible declares we must give Him. Demand that the church 
cleanse itself from all such that we by example, as well as teaching, 
show to the youth of our land that idolatry , drinking, dancing, and 
gambling are condemned by the Bible and that the Bible says, "They 
who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (I Cor 6:9; 
Gal. 5:19,20). When you ask us what we are, we shall continue to say 
Christians, members of the church of Christ; we shall give to Him 
and to Him alone the preeminence due Him as our head. Really, is 
there anything wrong with this? May you come believing in Christ 
repenting of your sins and be baptized as commanded by . Christ in 
Matt. 28: 18-20; Mark 16 :16; and Luke 24 :46 is my prayer in the name 
of Christ our Lord. 
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 
By E. R. HARPER 
Sermon 361 December 28, 1958 
Thanks to my many friends where this program is now going, for 
your letters and for the fellowship you have had and now are having 
with us in this gr(;!at work of faith in reaching the nation with the 
glorious gospel of Christ. Without your prayers and fellowship this 
great work would have to cease. May it never cease, but may 1t continu ·e 
to grow until one day it covers the entire world . 
MY SUBJECT 
The reason for my subject today on "What Must I Do To Be 
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Saved?" is a letter I have in my possession. It centers around the 
command of baptism and the writer 1mggest.11 .that there i11 nothing in 
the Bible that supports the view that baptism is essential to salvation. 
The source of this letter adds to its importance . If you wish to know 
more about it, write us and I shall be happy to furnilih you with the 
details. It shall be kept strictly impersonal in this discussion but the 
principles involved are vital to the souls of men and hence lihould be 
discussed, 
EVANGELISM VS. BAPTISM 
The writer states, "You seem to be critical of (I sh all here call him 
Mr. Blank) because he does not preach on baptism, but Mr. Blank is 
called to be an evangelist." End of quotation. The implication is th at one 
can be a scriptural evangelist and never preach on baptism even though 
Christ Himself said to His evangelists in Matthew 28: 18-20, "Go teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit." This letter states that "Mr. Blank expects the 
pastors of the churches to which those who make decisions · go, to 
instruct them, not only in the matter of baptism, but in the other 
ordinances." 
PHILIP THE EVANGELIST 
Friends, in Acts 21: 8 we have this reading, "We entered into the 
house of Philip, the evangelist , which was one of the seven and abode 
with him." This was the Philip of Acts 6: 5 who was selected to assist 
· the Grecian widows, a man filled with the Holy Spirit , verse 3. It shall 
now be my pleasure to show you what this Holy Spirit filled evangelist 
preached to the people and what they did as a result. 
In Acts 8: 5 we read "And Philip went down to the city o! Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them." Now in verse 12 we find this statement, 
"They were baptized, both men and women." Now Philip was a Bible 
evangelist and when he preached Christ unto them they were "baptized 
both men and women." My question now is, How did they learn about 
water baptism when Philip just preached unto them Christ? There is 
but one answer : To preach Christ in the same way that Philip did is 
to .include water baptism. 
Philip was carrying out · the orders of his King found in Matthew 
28: 18-20 and Mark 16: 15,16 where Christ commanded them to teach 
all nations, all the world, every creature, baptizing them in water with 
this promise, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ." The 
Samaritans "believed and were baptized," therefore, saved. This is 
why Philip, this Bible evangelist, taught them baptism. If our modern 
evangelistli preach Christ like this Bible evangelist did, they must 
preach baptism also. If not, may we ask: When did the . change come 
anti by wholile authority was the change made1 Churchelil of Christ 
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preach exactly what Philip, the Bible evangelist, preached. Can we 
be wrong in so doing? 
PREACHES JESUS 
In Acts 8: 26-40 is recorded the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch. 
In ve'rse 35 it says "Then Philip-this Bible evangelist- opened his 
mouth and began at' the same scripture and preached unto him Jesus." 
In verse 36 the eunuch asked, "See, here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?" Again, how did he learn of "water baptiilm" when 
all that is said about Philip's preaching is, "He preached unto him 
Jesus." How can our evangelist of our letter preach Christ, preach 
Jesus, and not preach what Philip did in Acts chapter 8? When · this 
Bible evangelist preached Christ and Jesus unto the Samaritans and 
to the eunuch, they were all baptized in "water ." Did Philip "thin the 
blood of Christ" by preaching water baptism to them? Just think it 
over! 
How different is the preaching of this Bible evangelist to that of 
the one of our letter. The :r;eason given as to why the evangelist 
mentioned in his letter does not preach on baptism is, "He is calied 
to be an evangelist." Friends, be then ieaves baptism to the various 
pastor!!, some of whom sprinkle or pour for baptism. 
WERE THEY SAVED? 
In keeping with our subject, I ask: Were these saved here in 
Acts, chapter 8? Yes, they were saved for they had done what Christ, 
our Saviour, had commanded in His Great Commission. This question 
for those who would separate baptism from evangelization: Had these 
people to whom Philip, our Bible evangelist, preached refused to be 
baptized, saying, "Philip, you thin the blood with water baptism," 
would they have been saved? Had they so argued , would you have 
read of the church in Samaria in Acts 9: 31 walking in the fear of the 
Lord? 
I know you are ready to say : Brother Harper, no one ever made 
such a statement as the one you have just made, no one believes that 
"water baptism thins the blood." Yes, they do! Here is word for word the 
statement in this letter, "Any one who adds water to the blood thins 
it down and cannot be said to belong to the purchased body of Christ." 
You ask me: Who could have made such a degrading statement about 
so sacred a command of the Lord as baptism in the name of the sacred 
three? Write me and I shall be happy to tell you. It would shock the 
nation, yea, the world to know from whose headquarters these 
statements come! 
Now no one is trying to "add water to the blood" when we teach 
the Great Commission of our Lord, but such statements co11fuse and 
prejudice the mil;ids of men against the beautiful and sacred command 
of baptism as commanded by the Lord Himself. Did Philip think he 
was "thinning the blood" when he baptized the Samaritans and the 
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eunuch? Did be think when he preached baptism to them by preaching 
Christ that he was "thinning the blood"? Were they "added to the 
purchased body of Christ," having added water baptism to their 
surrender to Christ? Did they "make a decision for Christ"? or did 
Philip lead them to "trust water for their salvation"? It is time for 
men to think and to realize that no man can be saved and reject the 
Great Commission of our Lord which was given for every nation, for 
all the world, and for every creature in all the world (Mark 16:15,16 
and Matthew 28:18-20). Did Christ mean to "thin His own blood" when 
He gave His Great Commission, commanding every creature in all the 
world to be baptized, coupled with the promise that "He that believetb 
and is baptized shall be saved"? Did you know that the only specific 
command found in Matthew 28: 18-20 is baptism? Was Christ trying to 
get them to trust in baptism for salvation? Was He "thinning the 
blood of the cross"? If we who teach to obey this Great Commission are 
"cut off" from the "purchased body of Christ" as this letter suggests, 
who is to blame? Christ commanded that it be preached to every 
creature in all the world and why did Christ add to the church only those 
baptized? (Acts 2: 38-47) 
WERE THEY SAVED? 
In keeping with our subject, we ask: Were the Samaritans and the 
eunuch saved? All admit they were. But they were all baptized . Would 
they have been saved bad they r efused baptism, saying it "thins the 
blood of Christ"? Where do you find such a statement in all your 
Bible? As I pass from this, I press this question: Why did the eunuch 
say, "See, here is water, what doth binder me to be baptized" if water 
baptism were not included in preaching Jesus? But says one: The 
eunuch believed first. Certainly, for Christ said, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved." You can 't scripturally bapti ze an 
infidel. It is the baptized believer Christ said should be saved, Mark 
16:16 Read it for yourself and see! 
TURNED OVER TO THE SPRINKLERS 
In this letter is is suggested that those who make decision for 
Christ are left to the "local pastor"-to instruct them, not only in 
matters of baptism, but in the other ordinances! However, concerning 
those who sprinkle for baptism this letter says that Moody, Luther and 
Wesley "were never baptized by immersion. They didn't see the light. 
However, I think in that respect, th ey were indulgent and did not 
study the scriptures very thoroughly." Yet, my friends, to those who 
sprinkle, who have not "seen the light" and who "have not studied the 
scriptures very thoroughly" they send their "surrenders to Christ"! 
How careless can we be with the souls of men and with the word of 
God? It is my conviction when those of this letter "see the light" they 
will preach Mark 16: 15,16 and Acts 2: 38 as it is found in your Bible for 
they are as plain as "baptism by a burial" in Col. 2: 12. My good people 
why must we have such a controversy over water baptism when the 
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Lord ,:aTe the command to be baptized and your Bible is , fi_lled with 
thousand• of examples •of people being baptized and your Bi~le even 
mention 11 wa.ter baptism. Chri11t. in Matthew 3: 13-16 submitted to 
wa.ter baptism for it 1ay11 "And Jesus, when he wa11 bap~i~ed, _went ·UP 
straightway from the water"; John the Baptist was bapt~~mg m wa~er, 
yea, where there ·was "much water" (John 3:23). Philip, the Bible 
evangelist, was "baptizing in water" (Acts 8: 36-39); Peter, to whom 
the Lord said, "Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be boi:nd in 
heaven" commanded Cornelius to be baptized with water for said he, 
"Ca.n ~ny man forbid water, that these should be baptized?" and in 
Terise 48 it reads "And he commanded them" - he did what? "He 
commanded them' to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ." Had 
they refused to obey this command of God, issued by the. apostle Peter, 
would they have been washed in the blood? Would Christ have made 
them a part of His blood bought possession-the church? Answer these 
questions in your own heart! A command is_ not something Y~ll:: may 
or may not do. It is something you must do if you are to receive the 
blessing of God. Was the apostle of Christ "thinning the blood" by 
adding water? Just who added water anyway? Chri st or man? If Christ 
added it, the blood is not thinned. 
No one claims to trust the water. This letter says, "I think, sir, 
that you are wrong now, in trusting the water." End of quo~atio~. We 
trust the blood of Christ, but to whom is this blood applied 1s the 
question. 
Do you actually . believe the Samaritans and the eunuch w~uld ha Te 
been cleansed by t:he blood of Christ had they refused baptism after 
Philip, the Bible evangelist, had taught them to be baptized? Suppose 
they had said, «Philip, your water baptism is thinning the bloo~. You 
are trying to get us to trust in the water. Your job is to evangelize u1 
and not to teach us about water baptism." Do you believe we would 
have the Samaritans and the eunuch as examples of the saved had 
they argued like our letter? To me that expression "water thins the 
blood down" is close to ridicule, if not blasphemy against the sacred 
command of baptism given by Christ to be preached to every 
creature in all the world. Just remeber it was Christ, not man, who 
said "Go into all, the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. But he that believeth 
not shall be damned." Was he "thinning his own blood" here? Was he 
"trusting the water to save"? Now who is the unbeliever here in Mark 
16 :15,16? It is the man who hears his Lord's commands and His preciou11 
promise of salvation and who refuses to do what Christ requests. The 
man who believes and is baptized could not be the unbeliever. He i11 
the saved believer, for the promise of salvation came at the conclusion 
of baptism. It is my conviction that all such statements shall meet the 
wrath of God in the day if judgment for this command to be baptized 
was given by Christ. It iii a part of the '°ospel and your Bible says the 
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gospel i11 God's power to save, Romanl! 1:16 and those who obey it not 
1hall be lost (II The11s. 1:8,9). 
PAUL BAPTIZES 
When Paul was sent by the Lord to evangelize · the Gentiles (Acts 
9:15 and Acts 26:17), did he preach baptism or was he ju11t an 
"evangelist," leaving the instructions concerning baptism to someone 
else? Is it not strange that everywhere Paui went, those who are said 
to have accepted his preaching where th e detailed account is given 
were baptized every one? In Acts 18: 8 when he preached the gospel 
in Corinth it reads, "Many of the Corinthians hearing belie ve d and 
were baptized." In Acts 16: 15 Lydia and her household were baptized. 
In Acts 16 : 33 the jailor and his house were taken the same hour of the 
night and were baptized . In verse 33 he is called a believer in God 
with all his house. but he was not so called until after his baptism. 
All his house believed it says. Babies could not believe. In Acts 19: 1-7 
the people in Ephesus surrendered the baptism of John the Baptist and 
were "baptized in the name of the Lord Je sus." The numb er of men 
was 12, verses 4-7. Did Paul "thin the blood" by teaching th em to be 
baptized? Did he teach them to "trust in the water" for salv ation? Did 
the Lord refuse to make them member s of this pur chas ed body of 
Christ? 
Why is it that every time we find Bible evangeli11t11 eent out by 
our Lord, the people are taught baptism by them, they baptize the 
people then and there; the Lord adds them to the church; and a church 
ls formed? Why this if "water baptism thins the blood down"? if 
commanding them to be baptized is "trusting in the water"? and if 
those who so preach are not members of His purchased body? 
BAPTISM A BURIAL AND A RESURRECTION 
Why did Christ send these men out to preach as they did to the 
people if it were not to save them from the ir sins? If this were not 
their mission, pray tell me what was their mission? If what they 
preached, and if what the people were doing as the result of their 
preaching, were not that which men should do to be saved then why 
is it recorded that this is what they always did before being numbered 
among the saved? .Find just one person in Corinth , Ephesus, or 
Jeru11alem numbered among the saved that you can proTe was not 
baptized, just one! Where do you read in your Bible of any gospel 
preacher ever telling people that those "who added water thin down 
the blood," and who ever preached to the people, "If one must be 
baptized as commanded by the Lord, he is trusting the water," or 
where ha.11 any Bible evangelist ever written that those who have to be 
baptized a., commanded by Christ in the Great Commi11sion are not 
member• of · the Lord'• purchased body? Suppose that such had been 
preached in tho11e daya, what would haTe been the result of their 
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efforts in heathen lands? Just what are people thinking about who 
preach such things? 
Paul, the Bible evangelist, said in Col. 2 : 12 and Romans 6: 3-5 that 
baptism is a "burial and a resurrection." Would he "send his converts 
to other pastors , who sprinkle and pour for baptism" for them to be 
instructed concerning baptism? This is worthy of your serious thought, 
you who believe the Bible teaching on the act of baptism. Ah, my 
friends, the blood of Christ was applied to those who by faith were 
baptized in the name of the Lord for remission of sins (Mark 16: 16; 
Acts 2 : 38) . It was then that the blood of Christ did its cleansing. Cite 
one instance where the blood of Christ was ever applied to a single 
person who refused baptism for the remission of sins in Acts 2: 38-47? 
Just one! Acts 2:44 is an unanswerable argument as to who is a saved 
believer. It reads, "All that believed were together and had all things 
in common." Who are the all who believe in this verse? Well, they 
were the saved. They were those who in verse 41 "gladly received his 
word and were baptized." Here the saved believer was the baptized 
believer and not one was called a believer who had refused baptism. 
For proof that just one saved believer in Acts 2:38-47 refused to be 
baptized upon that occasion , I offer $100.00 ! What about the thief on 
the cross? this letter asks. He lived and died before the New Testament 
was ever in force. He never heard the Great Commission. He died 
subject to the law of Moses, which required the sacrifice of animals, 
the blood of which cannot take away sin. We must have access to the 
precious blood of Christ, but we must obey the gospel before it is 
applied to our sin-sick souls (II Thess 1: 8,9). 
HOW TO REACH THE BLOOD 
In closing I read Romans 6: 3 where Paul says, "Know ye not that so 
many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized into his death?" 
In John 19: 33,34 it was in the death of Christ that He shed His blood. 
When man is baptized into Christ 's death it is then he reaches the 
marvelous cleansing fountain for sin but your Bible declares you are 
baptized into that death. Yes, those who come believing, repenting of 
their sins, acknowledging the Lord, and are baptized into the death of 
Christ are saved, so says your Bible. 
This everyone was required to do to be saved where our Bible 
evangelist went preaching. This is exactly what churches of Christ in 
your community preach. If this was necessary to salvation , then it is 
necessary now and the sacred command of water baptism does not 
"thin down the blood" nor is it "trusting in the water,'' and all who 
obey the gospel of Christ the Lord adds to His church (Acts 2: 47), for 
He is the author of baptism . May God bless you is my prayer as I 
come to close my lessons for this season. 
TODAY AND TOMORROW 
By JOHN F. REESE 
For more than six years it has been my privilege to be engaged 
in helping to preach the gospel over radio and more lately television by 
working in · the radio offices. Many are the radio stations that have 
carried Herald of Truth at some time or other. In fact nearly 450 such. 
From the very beginning we have received mail from listeners 
who have requested copies of sermons, or information of different 
sorts. We have done what we felt was our best in seeing that all such 
requests were filled. In many instances we have had to call on others 
to supply the needed information. For your help we are of course 
grateful. 
As we come close to the end of another year we thought you 
would be interested in knowing that we are planning to continue on 
into 1959 on both radio and television. With your continued help this 
can be a reality. Without it the broadcast would of necessity cease. 
It is our prayer that churches and individual Christians will continue 
to support this work throughout next year. 
With the assistance of many congregations, enough films have 
been produced that We can guarantee any television station to furnish 
them enough films without repetition for more than 52 weeks . Thirty. 
five stations are presently using these films all but four of which 
are on a sustaining basis. Daily we are soliciting additional time on 
such stations and are meeting with what we consider a substantial 
amount of success . Our goal is no less th an 100 stations on TV before 
1959 passes . 
If any of you are interested in having a report made in person · to 
your congregation, Brethren Cawyer, Harper, and Willeford stand ready 
to come and speak if arrangements can possibly be made. Also we wish 
to urge any of you who may not already have advised us of your support 
for next year to let us know at the very earliest. It will be time to sign 
the contract with the network before another report is printed. The 
amo~nt of time ordered determines the size of our network discount. 
Wont you help us buy as much time as possible that the greatest 
amount of good may be accomplished in winning lost souls for the Lord? 
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